CHAPTER VIII

Nadir Shah's Invasion

NIZAMITL-MULK'S ROLE OF A MEDIATOR

As FAR back as 1723, during the period of his first vizierate,
Nizamul-Mulk had repeatedly brought to the notice of the
Emperor the political consequences of the aggrandisement of
the Ghilzai tribe at the expense of the Persian Empire. Mah-
mud Khan Ghilzai, chief of Qandahar, had defeated Sultan
Husain Shah, the Saffavide King of Persia. He overran the
territory from Isfahan to Shiraz in 1722. Those who resisted
were expelled from the surrounding country and Afghan
authority was established in Khorasan. When the news of
these political developments reached India, Nizamu'1-Mulk
recalled to the Emperor the fact that when the Emperor
Humayun was defeated by Sher Shah and was compelled to
take to flight, he was given protection at the court of Shah
Tahmasp. He added that it would be in the fitness of things
if Muhammad Shah rendered some kind of help to the Per-
sian Emperor to repel the Afghan domination in Eastern
Persia. This act would be recorded in history to the lasting
honour of the Mughals in India. The Emperor is reported to
have asked: "Whom have I got to send to Persia for this
service?" Nizamul-Mulk replied, "Anyone of your officers
whom you might select for this enterprise would carry out
your orders; or if your Majesty would desire me to undertake
this duty, I would strive heart and soul to accomplish it.551
With his true political perspicacity, Nizamul-Mulk had
realised the significance of the growing power of the Afghans
at the expense of the neighbouring Empire of Persia. He
wanted to strengthen the Persians whose weakness might
one day become a danger to the Mughal rule in India. But the
Emperor was incapable of appreciating the significance of
international political developments which had a direct rela-
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